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The Athenian Mercury: 


Saturaap, March 5. 1692. 


N Mr. David Jones's Farewell Sermon p. 
34. he fays, he that taketh any increaje, 
net fix inthe hundred, but be it never fe 
tle, be [hall dye fer bis U[ury, and bis Blood fhall be npon 
bis own head, and page 38. He that gives or takes upon Uju- 
ry may lawfully be curfed : Pray your Thoughts upon tis 0 
étrine ? ; 

An{w. This and feveral more Queftions of the fame 
Nature have come to our hands, fo that puriuant to our 
former promifes, we have oblig’d our felves to aniwer 
‘en; but the Matter is of that great confequence, that 
what we Offer, is {till with fubmiffion to the Judg- 
ment of the moft Learned of our Divines, protefting 
our own Sincerity in this Affair. And that "tis n 
the refule of prejudice, or Spirit of oppolition, b: 
purely refpeét to Truth that has engaged us therein, 
and we declare, that ’tis our great Trouble that we 
have any occafionto oppofe fuch Perfons, as we have 
Charity enough to believe, do faithfully and fincerely 
endeavour the Reformation of the Abutes of Religion, 
and the Sins of the prefent Times. 

Some things are Ueceflary to be premis‘d, to prevent 
Miltakes, leaft we be thought to juftifte thofe whom 
weare bound to condemn, to wit, fuch Perfons as come 
wader thefe two Charges. 

1. Thofe who are Rich, and yet exa& from the 
Poor, whereas we are commanded to give to, and re- 
lieve the oppreffions of our Brethren. 

2. Thofe who immoderately defire Gain or Increafe, 
are Idolaters, and God forbid we fhould ble{s the Covetows 
whom God abborreth. 

Perhaps there never was a time wherein ‘twas lefs 
neceflary to teach men they fhou’d love themfelves than 
now; and perhaps atthis time Covetoufnefs is a more 
Univerfal Sin than ever, tt being oblervable, that ma- 
ny who pafs for good Chriftiaas, aad abhorr the Ex- 
cefles of Debauchery, are yet deeply Guilty of this 
Sin. 

But to come to the Queflion, which is (if we take 
che fence of aH our Queriits together) VV bether it be ab- 
folutely unlawful for any Peron so receive any Increafe of any, 
for the Ue of their Moneys, or whether a poor man may receive 
6 1. p. Cent. of a Rich Merchant, who males 20 1. 30]. 50 
1. 100 1. p. Cent. of bis money. Toe which we en{wer, Tis 
very necefjary and lawful inthe Sence we tow ule it, altho in 
the tue frenification of the word, (to wit, Extortion,.or 
any grinding the Face of the Poor ) it is certainly dim- 
aabie. We fhall prove this as foon as we have remarkt 
that by Succeffion of Ages, Conquefts of Empires, and 
Revolutions of Kingdoms, ‘tis evidently known, that 
the fame words have loft their firft fignification, and 
have chang’d fometimes for better, and fometimes for 
worfe, Mugus, Tyrannus, aid many more, have run this 
Fate ; which we fhal! {peak more largely of by and by. 

Since our Saviour has fulilled the Law, that only 
whichis morally evil, and what tle Gofpel forbids, is 
aSin; bute Ufury, as now eftablifhed by Law, is not 
morally ill, nor is it forbidden under the Gofpel, there- 
fore ’tis no Sin. Tke Major has bin the Language 
of all Chriftian Pulpits fince Chrift; perhaps amongit 
all the Herefies which have yet appear’d fince our 
Saviour, not ome has dilputed this particular. The 
Minor, for any thing we fee, is asevident, for Loan of 
Money at 6.1. per Cent. is fo far from an Injury, that 
‘cis a great kindnefs, and has been the rife of thoufands 
ef Families. 

Kimchi on thefe words of the 15th. Palm, Hath not 
put his Money out to fury, Paraphrafeth thus, “ The 
“ Pfalmift does not State tt any otherwife than the Law 
“hath done, and the Law forbiddeth it to Ifrael, but 
“*permitteth it to ftrangers ; as ’tis faid, To Strangers 
* shou may(t lend on fury, but’tis not fo allowed te rob, 
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“ fteal, coc. of Strangers, but Ufury which takes from 
“him with his Confent, is permitted, tho’ it hurt him : 
And a little after, “ But I/rael are not bound to do fo to 
“‘a Heathen, for he is not bound to fhew mercy to him, 
“and to-lend him for nothing, becatiie they common- 
“ly hate Ifraelites ; bue if they fhew mercy to J/rae- 
“<tites, they are bound to fhew mercy to them: 
*““ And _ I have been the larger on this, that thou maytft 
‘““anfwer the Chriftians, who fay David here makes 
“* no Difference between an I{raelite and a Gentile, but 
‘* forbids all Increafe ; but neither Pavid nor the Pro- 
‘* phet Egekiel, 8g. forbid or perm# any other thing 
“than the Law doth: As the Law faith, Thou shal 
“neither add tc it, nor diminifh fromit any thing. 

Now. Ufury of Money was allowed to be taken of 
Strangers, therefore noc morally evil. 

Again, If Loan of Money at 6 per Cent. is finful, 
then alfo al] Trading, and every thing elie that pro- 
cures Money is a Sin; for nd Man can fhow how 
there fhou’d be a greater Moral Evilin Moneys procu- 
ring Moneys, than in Houles procuring Houfes. As 
for Inftance, a Landlord Letts a Houfe to a Tenant, 
who alfo has a {mall Houfe, and they bargain that the 
Tenant fhall have the ufe of the great Houle for fo ma- 
ny Years, provided at the Expiration of fo many years 
the Landlord have his ewn houfle again, and the tmall 
houfe in lien of Rent. Why fhoud there be fuch a 
profound Veneration for Names and empty Sounds, as 
if things were made for Names, and not for Names 
Things, is not Moncy and Money-wort!) the fame thing in 
Nature, tho’ two Names: All Merchants ( at this 
rate ) that barter Goods for Goods are Ulurers, there 
can be no [rade, no Employ whatever withoue 
Uiury. The Lawyer puts his Law to ule, the Gown- 
man his Sermons, the Souldier his Blood, nay all the 
World are Ulfurers, that endeavour for an honett live- 
lidood, and provide for their Families. Where’s the 
difference, if I put out 500 /. to Intereft, or lay it out 
in Lands, to have the Intereft of ic that way > He mutt 
make a very great difcovery that can-tell us ia what the 
Morality of thele two Actions differs. 

Befides, Ufury is not forbid by any exprefs Prohibi- 
tion nnder the Law, but only to the poor ; David, Eze- 
kicl, 8c. are properly Commentators upon the Law, 
therefore we muft look into the Law it felf for it, and 
there we find it bat three times mentioned, Exod. 22.25, 
Lev. 25. 26. and Deut. 23. 19. in the laft place it is {po- 
ken indefinitely, thy Brother, which muft be expeunded 
as all other Scriptures are, by other places which men- 
tion the fame thing, and we fhal find it exprefly fet down 
in the other two, the Poor, him that is waxen poor; whence 
‘cis plain the Prohibition confiders the Poor as the only 
proper Subjeét that we are forbid to lendto, but rather 
to give. 

We may obferve, That fince the Reafon . of forbiding 
Uftury to I/rael,was becaufe they were bound to he)p their 
neceilities in fhewing mercy to the poor, that the Law 
only forbids exacting Ufe of the Poor, where the fub- 
ject is mentioned. As tis written, Exod,.22.25. If 
thou lend Money to any of my People that is poor by thee, 
thou fhalt not be to him as an Uferer, neither fhalt thou lay 
upon bim Hjury, Lev. 25.26, 27. And if thy Brother be 
waxen poor, and fallen ro decay with thee, thou fhals take no 
Ufury of bim, or Increafe: So Proy, 28. 8. Hethat.by Ufu- 
ry and unjuft Gain increafeth his Subjtance, he shall. ga- 
ther it from him that will pity the poor, Here Tarbith is 
tranflated unjufk gain, which:in Ezekiel 1848, 13,17.( the 
place Mr. Fones fo much infifts upon ) is Tranflated 
barely Increafe ; both places refpeét the, poor, fo that 
the Hfury condemned by. Scripture is the taking Ufe 
of the Poor. And fo .R, Levi Ben Gerfbem. ob- 
ferves in Proverbs 28.8. “ God fo orders the oe 

“ that 
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“chat hethat gathereth his Wealth by taking ufe of the 
“Poor, fhall leave it to one that will pity them, and 
“thereby reftoreittothem. = 

All which things confidered, ’tis plain that Ufury fup- 
pofeth Oppreffien of the Poor ; and the word any In- 
creafe, does inthe Original fignifte unjuft Gain, and no- 
thing at all of that we now call Ulury ; this is evi- 
dent from the Rabbies Expofitions, as we fhall now 
prove. 

In order to the clearing this Affertion, we fhall 
eonfider the Original Texts, the Jewith Cuftoms, Ge. 
and firft we fhall come to the proper fence and mean- 
ing of the words, which fignifie Ufury, and they are 
thefe two, Nefreck and Tuarbith, the one fignifying 
biting Ufwy, ( er Extortion ) the other multiplying 
encreafe, as the Jews themfelves declare. To make 
this plain, we thalf examine the Sentiments of the Jew- 
ith Doétors, upon thefe words Nefhech and Tarbith. R. 
Sol Farchi on Exod. 22. asth. faith, 
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On the word Nofeh, an Ufurer, he taith, ** Thou fhale 
“not importunately require it of him ; if thou knoweft 
“that he hath it not, be not like one that hath lent 
“‘ him any thing, but like one that hath not lent him: As 
“tis faid, Thou fhale not make himafhamed. And on 
“the words Nefheck and Ribbith, he faith, Nefbeck is 
“ Ribbith, or Increafe, which is like the Nefhikath, or 
* biting of a Serpent, who bloweth a little bruifeona 
“ Mans Foot, which he is not fenfible of at the firft, 
“when fiuddenly he is bloated, and {wollen to the to 
“ofthe head : So is Ribbith, a manis not fenfible of ir 
“‘ por aware on't until it amounteth to very much wealth. 

Michiel Fophi faith ‘tis called Nefheck, 
wan Soi Ww xt Bd 

Becaule it bitesh and devoureth continually. 

And herein Nefheck and Tarbith, Ufury and Increafe, 
both agree, in that they both fignifie Extortion: Info- 
euch that the Chaldaie Paraphsafe does eften render 
Nefbeck by Tarbith, Increafe : Maimonides alfo affirmeth 
in Hilcoh Malve uboveb, Chap. 4. Nefheck and Tarbish 
is all one, Exod.22.25. Nefbeck, Thou foalt not give him 
thy Money upon Ufury, mor lend him thy Vittuals for Increafe, 
Devt. 23..19. Nefheck, ufury of Money, Afury of Pidtuals, 
Ufury of any thing that is lent upon Ufury ; and why is it 
called Nefheck ? Becaufe, Nofbeck, it biteth, that is, di- 
fireffeth bis Neighbour, and devoureth bis Flefo ; by which 
it appears that Victuals upon increafe in Exed. 22, 25. 
is expounded by Vidtuals upon Ufury, Deut. 23.14. 

2. As to the Jewifh Cuftoms about Ufury, we thall 
ely declare what they call Ufury and Increafe in the 
Mifbaa, and what their Rabbins expound the fame to 
import and fignifie. In the Mifbna in the Maecat en- 
tituled, Babe Metfia, cap. s.v. 1ft. They fay, 1. What 
is Nefheck. A.—— “He that lendeth a Selaher (a 
“ Shekel) for five Dinarin (or peace ) or two Seas of 
“ Meafures of Wheat for three ; this 1s forbid, Nofheck, 
“vid. Buxt.inLex Rab. 

“So in Chap. 5.ibid. ‘tis asked, what is Tarbitb 2 
«<4. When a Man buyeth a Bufhel of Whear for fo 
“much, but before he can pay for it, the price of 
«“ Wheat is rifen to double the value it was at, when 
“ be bought it ; hereupon he that fold the Wheat faith, 
“ Jet me have my Wheat again. ° Hilcoth Malve uleveh, 
éb.6. “Hethat lendeth his Neighbour, and after a time 
“ {aith co him, pay me my Debt, The Borrower faith, 
“ Pwell in my Court till I pay it: Lo this is the duft 
“ of Ribbith, becaufe it was not agreed in the time 
“ when the Money was firft lent, as ‘tis faid, Thou fhals 
gos lend to bim on Hfury. 

Thus far for the Cuftoms and Sentiments of the 
Je@s, whe were certainly the beft Judges of their own 
Ksymelogy, from whom we are certain that their word 
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Ufury fignifi'd Extertion, Injuftice, or overreaching their 
oor Neighbour, and not eur Manner ot Hfury, as now e, 
ablifh’d by Law, and founded upon very equitable 

and juft Reafon. 

We have yet mere to offer upon this Subjeé, therefore 
we defire Mr. Fenes to fend in tous his further Obje@i- 
ons, which we ‘hall tarry for ? and we will alfo confi- 
der of ‘em, protefting the fincerity of our defign, and 
that our engaging in this Affair was purely out of the 
refpect that all good and wife men owe to Truth. 


The Queftions concerning Job, Mofes, Virgil, the Men 
thas bought the Mare, Eating Fleth in Lent,Mr. Crowns 
Daneids,fhall be Anfwer'd in next Tue/days Mercury. 


ce 


Advertifements, 


VV* naving already promis’d our Oxe- 
rifts, that if any Interloper inter- 


fered with us in our Defign of Anfwering 
Queftions, that they fhall find in Our Papers 
Anfwers to all his Que/tions whatever ; whick 
Promife we here again renew, and we will 
make it good to a tsttle, that fo the Coffee- 
Houfes may not be burthened with too ma- 
ny Papers, nor our Querifts impos’d on by 
buying the fame Queftions twice Anfwer'd ; 
but more of this if there fhould ever be any 
occafion for it. 


He Goed Old Caufe: Or the Divine Captain Cha- 
raéterizd. Ina Sermon not preath’d, nor need- 


P ful to be preach’d in any place {0 preperly as ina Camp, 


By Edmund Hickeringill, Rector of the Retory of Ak 
Saints in €olcheffer. Printed for ¥. Dunton at the Raven 
in the Peultrey. 


Vs He Works of the Learned, Or an Hifto- 

rical Account, and Impartial Judg- 
ment of Books newly Printed, both For- 
reign and Dameltick: As alfo tke State: of 
Learning in the World. To be publifhed 
Monthly, Fanuary, 169}. by F. Dela Crofe, 
a'late Author of the Univerfal and Ayfforical 
Bibliotheque. London Printed for Fohn Dunton 
at the Reve in the Poaltrey. 


Lh Gentlemen and Ladies that defire to fpeak Le: 
tin or French fluently, and that truly and properly 
according to Grammar Rules, and can but fpare two 
hours a Week, may be faithfully caught in one Year by 
Mr. Switerday at his Lodgings in Clements-lane near Ca- 
non-ftreet, at the Sugar-loaf, Tuefdays, Thur{days and Sa- 
turdays, and from 3 till 10 a Clock in Abchurch-lane at 
the Lamb, and in High Holbourn near \ittle Turn-Sile, next 
tothe Faulcon, at Mr. Clarks houfe, Mondays, VVednel- 
days and Frydays, where you may have French and Latin 
Grammatical and Hiftorical Cards, by which he has 
taught Children of 7 or 8 years old to fpeak Lasin and 
French, Thole who have learnt formerly, may reco- 
ver the Latin Tongue in 3 or 4. Months. 


eg He Firft,Second 34.4th.and sth Volumes of the Athe- 

nian Mercury, ( relolving all the moft Nice and 
Curious Queftions propos’d by the Ingenious of ei- 
ther Sex ) and the Sapplements to ’em ; ( containing 
Extracts of the moft confiderable Books Printed in 
England, and in the Forreign Journals ) Printed for 
Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey. Where are 
alfo tobe had the Preface, Index and 12 Numbers alone, 
that compleat the firft 18 Numbers of the 5th. Volume ( in 
which 12 Numbers are refolved many of the Queflions 
lately fent us) Or fingle ones to this time. 


ies 


LONDON, Printed for John Munton at the Raves in the Powltrey. 167%, 
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